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The Power of One 
Society’s problems today are far more complex than at any point in modern history. Many 
people are hopeless, believing nothing will turn the tide. Finger pointing, assigning blame, 
and apportioning shame replace solutions.  
 

But, consider how one small act, one simple gesture, one slight shift in attitude might help 
diminish or eradicate issues like poverty, economic and educational disparities, racial div-
ision, social injustice, and moral decay. One life-changing invention, one innovative initiative, 
or one compassionate deed can impact cultures for eternity. Perhaps if each person did his 
or her part, regardless of scope, we could solve some of these daunting challenges. 
 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan demonstrates the “power of one.” The Good Samaritan 
sensed a call to action and embraced the notion that he was his brother’s keeper. He acted 
in five ways that each one of us can emulate: 
 

1. He acknowledged a fellow human being, a stranger of a different race and religion, 
was in trouble. He could have looked the other way and continued his journey, but… 

2. He was moved with compassion. Perhaps he knew the evil that had befallen the travel-
er could have happened to him. Then… 

3. He felt compelled to act responsibly, generously, and personally. He was determined 
to be part of the solution, so… 

4. Motivated by a heart of mercy he tended the victim’s wounds. And then, he decided 
to… 

5. Go one more step and pay for necessary care to ensure his new neighbor could  
recover.  

 

What’s your one assignment that could change the trajectory of a person, a community, or  
a city for the good? More than 15 years ago, the LEC accepted an assignment to use the gifts 
and resources entrusted to us to make a difference. We have worked with the homeless, 
jobless, imprisoned, elderly, handicapped, and troubled youth. 
  

In 2007, however, we received a special assignment to make sure children could read  
proficiently by the end of the third grade. The majority of our angels grow up in impover-
ished neighborhoods, but they have limitless potential and big hearts that crave the love  
and attention extended by our tutors.  
 

We realize our efforts are small in comparison when one-third of Virginia’s children start 
school underprepared. Nevertheless,  as we are faithful to our assignment, our influence 
grows. From tutoring 16 students in 2007, we came alongside over 200 students last year.  
In a few more years, perhaps our resources will allow us to impact thousands of young 
minds. Each child is waiting for one adult’s undivided attention, one hour each week, to  
help him or her acquire the basic skills needed to succeed in school and in life. 
 

The “power of one” is real. We were born to make a difference, some in big, dynamic  
ways, others in small, simple ways. What matters is the will to, in the words of John  
Wesley, “do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In all 
the places you can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as ever you 
can.”   

Kevin Turpin 
                                                                                                               President 2016-2017 

2016 LEC Urban Youth Summer Camp  
The Ninth Annual LEC Summer Camp included chil-
dren from Kindergarten through Grade 5. Sixty-five 
children from various underserved communities in 
Norfolk participated in the five-week, full-day camp. 
The camp academy included math, science, literacy, 
and arts components augmented by cultural, social, 
and recreational enrichment activities. Students in 
the 3rd-5th grades spent time each week at Old Do-
minion University learning about dentistry, astrono-
my, sports medicine, nursing, and other interesting 
subjects. The campers enjoyed several fun-filled ac-
tivities at the Marine Science Museum, the Learning 
Barge, the Kroc Center, Chuck E. Cheese, and Potts N 
Paint. One of the highlights of the camp was the con-
struction of solar cars and homes. Campers were 
competitive and resourceful in their quest to build 
the most impressive solar car and solar home. The 
final week of camp was held at the Norfolk Karate 
Academy where students learned self-defense moves 
while engaging in values- oriented and self-esteem 
building activities. Again, kudos to Councilwoman 
Mamie Johnson and her awesome staff, including 
Stella Council, Kimberly June, Xenia Clare, Torsha Lee, 
Robert Harvey, Theodore Holmes III, Shonder John-
son, Kenny Clemons, Mike Harris, Donna Harris, and 
Christian Lacuesta, for a job well done!  
 

 

LEC Receives Neighborhood Assistance Tax 
Credit Allocation 
The Virginia Department of Education approved the 
Life Enrichment Center as one of the Common-
wealth’s sixty-two nonprofit organizations across the 
Virginia Commonwealth to offer Neighborhood As-
sistance Tax Credits to qualified individuals or organi-
zations. The state tax credits are offered to individu-
als and businesses who make donations that provide 
scholastic instruction or assistance to low income 
persons or eligible students with a disability. Please 
feel free to contact the LEC Office to find out how 
you might qualify to receive these coveted tax cred-
its. 
 

LEC Tutor of the Year Awards 
The LEC hosted its second annual volunteer lunch-
eon at the Norfolk Yacht and Country Club in May 
2016. Volunteers were recognized for their commit-
ment to the mission of the LEC to help children from 
underserved communities become proficient read-
ers. LEC literacy tutors are faithful, selfless, and 
generous in their investment into the lives of our 
children. The following tutors were named 2015-16 
LEC Tutor of the Year: Kim Crump, James Monroe 
Elementary School; Sgt. Phil Dixon, Jr., Tidewater 
Park Elementary School; Joan Cooper, P.B. Young, Sr. 
Elementary School; and Stephanie Blankenship, 
Chesterfield Academy.  

 

ODU Students Have a Big Heart for Children 
Twenty-five students who were enrolled in Dr. Joy 
Francis’ communication course at Old Dominion Uni-
versity served as LEC literacy tutors during the spring 
2016 semester—along with their professor!  
Students enthusiastically met weekly for one hour 
with their assigned student. Dr. Francis reported 
that this was a life-changing experience for many of 
her students. They were faithful and successful in 
their mission to make a positive impact on the fu-
ture of a child.  

Coastal Virginia Magazine honored the LEC at their 4th 
Annual Giving Back Awards Banquet held at the  
Chesapeake Convention Center on Saturday, Novem-
ber 14, 2015. The Life Enrichment Center was voted 
one of the top three nonprofit organizations in Hamp-
ton Roads and was featured in the December, 2015 
edition of their monthly magazine. We thank all those 
who selected the LEC as their #1 local nonprofit.  
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RECENT LEC HAPPENINGS RECENT LEC HAPPENINGS 

Dr. Paul Aravich, professor at EVMS, again inspired 
LEC summer program scholars. The students learned 
about major organs of the body including the brain, 
heart, and lungs. Professor Aravich challenged the 
students to make good health choices and allowed 
them to view and hold a human brain, heart, and 
lung. It was a thrilling interactive lecture which 
undoubtedly imprinted the minds and hearts of our 
young scholars. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boys and girls who have the necessary tools for a 
new school year beginning the first day are more 
intellectually and emotionally ready to experience 
academic success than those who do not. 
 

Just in time for fall 2016, the LEC and New Life 
Church had the honor of providing backpacks and 
school supplies to almost 600 students living in low 
income Hampton Roads neighborhoods. These 
young scholars attend Richard Bowling, Jacox, 
Lindenwood, Campostella, Ingleside, and St. Helena 
Elementary Title I Schools in Norfolk; Thurgood 
Marshall and Treakle Elementary Schools in 
Chesapeake; and College Park and Windsor Oaks 
Elementary Schools in Virginia Beach.  
 

Twelve hardworking freshmen from Old Dominion 
University packed all of the backpacks during the 
university’s Freshman Day of Service in August. The 
LEC is thankful for the following students: Kornilus 
Turner, Drequan Wilson, Asia Lewis, Khalil Simpson, 
Deja Holmes, Gabrielle Hastings, Lubna Nasr, 
Philomena Wanlenge, Brianna Galbr, and Mia 
Turner. We wish them success during their freshman 
year! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

On Monday, June 6, 2016, the 10th Annual Golf Classic 
was held at the Signature Golf Course in Virginia 
Beach. Almost 100 golfers enjoyed a sunny, warm day 
on the greens. The first place winners of the 2016 
Classic included Josh Rockwell, Steve Kurrle, Wes 
Sherrill, and Betsy Kurrle. Joey Barnes, Bob Jennings, 
Chris Behling, and T. J. Williams must return next year 
to regain their first place title that they have held for 
eight years. Congrats to the 2016 Golf Classic 
winners!  $____________ was raised for the LEC’s 
programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEC Wins Literacy Partnership Award 
The Literacy Partnership, a nonprofit organization in 
Hampton Roads,  selected the LEC as the winner of 
the RADM Ben Hacker Award. The financial award 
was presented at the organization’s 10th Annual 
Scrabble for Literacy Tournament on Friday, February 
26, 2016.  

Literacy & Technology Programs Expand 
The LEC had the privilege of expanding its technology 
and literacy programs in exciting ways during the 2015
-16 academic year. Five new Technology and Literacy 
Labs were launched in Norfolk elementary Title I 
schools including Chesterfield Academy, Lindenwood, 
Ingleside, Campostella, and St. Helena Elementary; and  
a lab was started at College Park and Windsor Oaks 
elementary schools in Virginia Beach, bringing the total 
number of LEC school-based literacy sites to twelve.  
Over the past year, the number of tutors serving in LEC 
partner schools has grown to 205 while over 5,000 
students and staff had access to the literacy and 
technology labs.  
 

 
ARDX Employees Tutor Children During 
Summer Program 
ARDX, a local health management corporation, 
adopted Chesterfield Academy at the beginning of 
2014. Forty-five employees invested one hour a week 
to help first and second grade students become 
proficient readers during the 2015-16 academic year. 
In addition to their literacy tutoring efforts during the 
year, twenty-five employees continued to meet with  
students throughout the summer to ensure that the  
progress made during the school year was reinforced. 
ARDX continues to demonstrate a commitment to 
improving the lives of children from underserved 
communities.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ODU Freshman 

Day of Service 

The winning foursome receives from Marcia Williams 

(front) the plaque  honoring her late husband, Byron  

Williams, a long-time supporter of the LEC Golf Classic 

Our team looks forward to working with the dedicated 
staff of all of our partnering schools during the 2016-
17 academic year. 

Tutors in our new Virginia 

Beach schools 

Hundreds of Students Receive Backpacks & Supplies 

Literacy Training for LEC Coordinators 
Kristen Barbour, executive director of the National 
Institute for Learning Development, facilitated spe-
cialized training for coordinators in the areas of pho-
nological awareness, reading comprehension, and 
fluency. She provided invaluable tools which will en-
hance the efforts of literacy coordinators and volun-
teers to help children master the fundamentals of 


